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Unemployment claims for the 
fi rst half of the year have been 
lower than the previous year. 
July experienced the greatest 
decline in the number of claims 
being fi led—a decline of 10.9 
percent (- 6,391).

Two cities in Lake County, 
East Chicago and Gary, had 
unemployment rates well 
above the state rate of 5.2 
percent. The city of Marion in 
Grant County also had a rate 
signifi cantly above the state. 
However, all three of these cities 
experienced a decline in the rate 
over the year. The city of Marion 
had the greatest percentage 
point decline (4.1 percentage 
points). In fact, of the 34 cities 
and towns, only 10 showed 
an increase over the year. 
Merrillville showed the largest 
over-the-year (OTY) percentage 
point increase (2.0), and 
Schererville showed the largest 
percent increase, although 
Schererville still remains a full 
1.3 percentage points below the 
state. The decline in the Kokomo 
rate is due to manufacturing 
plant shutdowns last year.

For the fi rst half of 2005, the 
state signifi cantly expanded jobs 
over the previous year; now, 
however, the expansion has 
tapered off a bit. Indiana closely 
tracked the nation in the rate of 
expansion in the fi rst quarter but 
is now adding jobs at a slower 
rate than the United States.

Manufacturing jobs have 
increased almost every month 
for the fi rst half of 2005. In May 
and July, the nation contracted 
and lost manufacturing jobs, 
while Indiana has expanded 
(most notably in July). However, 
Indiana’s rate of expansion 
has slowed as the year has 
progressed, falling more in line 
with the nation.

Monthly Metrics: Indiana’s Economic and Workforce 
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REGULAR UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS, 2004 TO 2005*

*Claimants have no earnings
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OVER-THE-YEAR UNEMPLOYMENT RATE PERCENTAGE POINT CHANGE BY CITY, JULY 2005

*Indianapolis Consolidated
Source: IBRC, using Indiana Department of Workforce Development data
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EMPLOYMENT, 2005*

*Seasonally Adjusted
Source: IBRC, using Bureau of Labor Statistics data
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*Data are not seasonally adjusted
Source: IBRC, using Indiana Department of Workforce Development and Bureau of Labor Statistics data

6

http://www.incontext.indiana.edu


incontextOctober 2005  www.incontext.indiana.edu 

For the majority of 2005, 
Indiana’s manufacturing 
earnings were lower than 
the previous year’s earnings. 
However, the state has seen 
a reversal in July and August. 
Where Indiana’s manufacturing 
earnings declined through June 
2005, the United States has 
experienced increases. Even so, 
Indiana manufacturing workers 
still enjoy higher wages than 
other manufacturing workers 
throughout the nation. In August, 
a typical Indiana worker in the 
manufacturing industry earned 
$100 more per week than a 
worker outside of the state.

The Indiana housing market 
has cooled off a bit since last 
year, while the nation continues 
to show healthy gains in the 
number of building permits 
being issued.

Indiana continues to add jobs in 
the biomedical/biotechnology 
cluster at a slower rate than the 
nation, a gap that widened in 
2004. Indiana tracks the nation 
very closely in average weekly 
wages. Overall, Indiana has 
added 234 businesses and 
4,400 jobs over the year.
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MANUFACTURING EARNINGS, 2005

Source: IBRC, using Indiana Department of Workforce Development and Bureau of Labor Statistics data

Indiana Employment Jobs Monthly Percent Change Annual Percent Change
Total Nonfarm 2,968,200 -0.1 0.9
Construction 153,600 0.0 3.1
Manufacturing 574,600 0.6 0.9
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 582,300 -0.2 0.5
Information 41,000 0.0 0.2
Financial Activities 142,400 -0.1 1.7
Professional & Business Services 271,800 0.1 1.2
Educational and Health Services 382,100 -0.2 3.7
Leisure and Hospitality 282,300 -0.2 2.4
Other Services 111,400 0.1 1.5
Government 423,600 -0.2 -1.2

INDIANA EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR SECTOR, JULY 2005*

*Data are seasonally-adjusted
Source: IBRC, using Bureau of Labor Statistics data
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, 2004 TO 2005

Source: IBRC, using U.S. Census Bureau data
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BIOMEDICAL/BIOTECHNICAL CHANGE IN JOBS AND AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGES, FOURTH QUARTER

Source: IBRC, using Bureau of Labor Statistics data

Trade, transportation and 
utilities was the leading Indiana 
sector in terms of number of 
jobs in 2005, followed closely by 
manufacturing. The educational 
and health services industry 
experienced the most growth 
over the year, while government 
employment decreased 1.2 
percent.
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