IN THE DETAILS

A New Metro Landscape for Indiana

I

ndiana is sporting a new look for
its metropolitan areas, as newly
defined by the federal
government in June 2003. What does it
look like, and what does it all mean?
We can answer the first with maps and
descriptions, but it is too early to know
what the full impact of these newly
defined areas will mean for Indiana.
Statistical groupings of counties
were first federally defined in the
1950s, with six Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Areas (SMSA) for Indiana.
Through the decades, as Indiana’s

population became increasingly urban,
the numbers of those areas grew so
that by the 1990s there were 11 metro
areas.
With the latest configuration of
statistical areas, the majority of
Indiana counties are in either a
metropolitan statistical area (metro) or
a micropolitan statistical area (micro),
with more than 5.7 million Hoosiers
living in these areas.

Thirteen Metropolitan
Statistical Areas

Figure 1: Metropolitan Statistical Areas
Over 4.7 million people live in these areas
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These include the two
newly defined metropolitan
statistical areas of Michigan
City (La Porte County) and
Columbus (Bartholomew
County). The definition of a
metropolitan statistical area
requires an urbanized area
with a population of 50,000
or more and adjacent
territory with a significant
degree of social and
economic integration as
measured by commuting.
While 13 metropolitan areas
have principle cities within
state lines, three additional
metro areas contain Indiana
counties (see Figure 1).
More than 4.7 million
people live in Indianas
metropolitan counties.

Twenty-Five
Micropolitan
Statistical Areas
These are a new set of
statistical areas, defined as
having at least one urban

cluster with a population of at least
10,000 but less than 50,000 (see
Figure 2). The urban clusters also have
adjacent territory with a high degree of
social and economic integration as
measured by commuting. More than 1
million people in Indiana live in these
micropolitan areas.

One Metropolitan
Division
A metropolitan statistical area
containing a single core with a
population of 2.5 million or more may
be subdivided to form smaller
groupings of counties referred to as
metropolitan divisions.
Gary is now labeled as a
metropolitan division (Lake, Porter,
Newton and Jasper counties) of the
Chicago-Naperville-Joliet
Metropolitan Statistical Area (see
Figure 3). More than 680,000 people
live in the Gary division of the
Chicago metro area.

Four Combined
Statistical Areas
If specified criteria are met, adjacent
metropolitan and micropolitan
statistical areas, in various
combinations, may become the
components of a new set of areas
called combined statistical areas
(CSAs). For instance, a combined
statistical area may comprise two or
more metropolitan statistical areas,
two or more micropolitan statistical
areas, or combinations of metropolitan
and micropolitan statistical areas.
Indiana has four such areas within its
borders, and three others that include
Indiana counties (see Figure 4). More
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Figure 2: Micropolitan Statistical Areas

Figure 3: Metropolitan Division

Over 1 million people live in these areas

Over 680,000 people live in the division
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